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Steeped in history and charm, the hamlets and 

villages that make up the rural Fylde district of Westby-

with-Plumptons would definitely be on everyone’s list 

of places to work, rest and play.  

History records that the rich farming land was once part 

of the Clifton family estate but now hosts many long 

established businesses and families who enjoy the 

beautiful and peaceful surroundings. 

“I love living here, it is an 

ideal place to bring up a 

young family” 

Cuadrilla’s plans to drill wells in the vicinity has 

already caused anguish and upset in the 

community. Many of the residents will suffer 

directly from the industrialisation of the land 

around their homes and many others fear the 

effects from the fracking process will damage the 

surrounding environment.  

Westby-with-Plumptons 
A Great place to work, rest and play! 

 

 



 

 

  Where the wild things are 

We have seen around 40 species of birds from 
our property.  

It is interesting to see how our visitors change 
along with the seasons. In the spring it gives us 
great delight when we see busy parents building 
their nests and often have the joy of seeing young 
chicks hopping and fluttering around the garden. 
The House Martins build their nests under the 
eaves of our house in the early summer and in a 
morning it is lovely to hear them all chattering 
away. Starlings settle in the trees around us at 
dusk making a tremendous chattering noise in the 
autumn, and during the winter months it is 
always cheery to hear the Robin singing his heart 
out to us.  

We are fortunate enough to have a number of 
the RSPB red and amber listed birds visit us such 
as the Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Swallow, 
Kestrel, Meadow Pipit and Dunnock to name but 
a few.    

I think my favourite visitors are the exotic looking 
goldfinches and the cheeky pied wagtails. 

Westby-with-Plumptons is a 

haven for wild birds and a 

bird-spotters paradise! 

Local resident Susan Holliday 

explains about the birds that 

she sees from her home, 

many of them on the RSPB’s 

Red and Amber lists as being 

endangered, 

 The UK's birds can be split in to 
three categories of conservation 
importance - red, amber and 
green. 

Red is the highest conservation 
priority, with species needing 
urgent action. Amber is the next 
most critical group, followed by 
green. 

 

Flocks of Pink Footed Geese gather on 
Staining Wood Farm 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 

Oyster Catcher 

Long Tailed Tit 



 

  Preston New Road – More than just a Road! 

Green fields, open spaces, fresh air and 

an abundance of wildlife it’s no wonder 

that people of all ages want to live, work, 

rest and play in this beautiful area.   

Although the surroundings offer clear 

views across rolling fields and woodland, 

the Fylde area rates above average for 

the UK for density of population per 

square kilometre (460 per km² against an 

average of 407km² for the UK).  

 

 

 

Approximately 1100 people live within the 

Westby-with-Plumptons area and many of 

them are elderly choosing this quiet and 

picturesque area for their retiring years. The 

Carr Bridge Retirement Park on Preston New 

Road has 300 residents over the age of sixty. 

Mr. Norman Bacon, a resident of 94 years 

young has lived in the area for over thirty 

years. “I really enjoy the peaceful 

surroundings and the friendly people, I can 

still drive and I go dancing every week!” 

 

Beautiful Before…. 



  

Threatened Habitats Danger in the fields 

 
 

The proposed siting of a drilling rig in the 

fields around Westby-with-Plumptons has 

stunned the local residents. “It is probably the 

last place you would think of to put such an 

ugly, noisy, smelly and potentially life-

threatening piece of industrial equipment!” 

says Pat Davis who has a house opposite the 

drilling site. “It is just ludicrous to place this 

awful thing on agricultural land so close to our 

homes, schools and where our children play! 

Whatever they are saying about the benefits 

of Shale Gas, it cannot be right to spoil this 

countryside.”  

Other residents are just as worried about the 
effects of the fracking site and Susan Holiday 
is concerned about the lack of consideration 
given to the local wildlife, “This is a rural 
setting and as such, there are wild animals 
and birds that live here. Two and half 
thousand pink footed geese flock onto the 
field next to where they intend to drill. Wild 
birds live in the hedgerows and bats nest in 
the nearby woods. This drill is going to cause 
an environmental disaster before it even 
starts!” 

Apart from the unsightly rig and the 

continuous noise and smell, there is a 

real fear of the toxic chemicals used in 

fracking and the contaminated waste 

that is a danger to human and animal 

health. “Even if the industry was 

strictly regulated, which it isn’t, and 

there was a good track record for the 

industry, which there isn’t, accidents 

can still happen.” Says John Tootill who 

has lived in Westby for over 30 years. 

“Our farming land and our water 

resources are too valuable and should 

not be exposed to any risk.” 

 

…Ugly After Effects 



 

 

 

  

Carr Bridge – 300 elderly 

residents – ½ mile 

Caravan Site 

Caravan Site 

Caravan Site 

Caravan Site 

Maple Farm 

146 new homes at Whitehills Staining Wood Cottages 














